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[ START RECORDI NG|

MR PETER A. STECKER Ckay. |It's 7:03 p.m |I'm
just going to admt the two speakers who signed up
toni ght first.

MS. KAREN RODRI GUEZ: Thanks, Peter.

MR. STECKER: Ckay.

MS. PATRICI A CALDWELL: Thank you. Good eveni ng,
everyone.

W can start now, Peter?

MR STECKER: Yeah, please go ahead.

Okay. (Good evening, everyone. | want to take this
opportunity to wel cone you to our final Zoom neeting for
a while. June 7th, 2022. It's 7:04 p. m

At this tinme, would you, Karen, please call the
roll?

MS. RODRIGUEZ: Yes. The roll call is as follows.
Patricia Cal dwel|.

CALDVELL: Here.

RODRI GUEZ:  Ki m Foskew?

KIM FOSKEW  Here.

RODRI GUEZ: M | agros Guzman?

M LAGROS GUZMAN:  Her e.

M5. RODRI GUEZ: Jane Jacob (phonetic)? Alejandra

>

5 5 o D

Si | va Exi ous (phonetic)?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Al ejandra called. She is
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unable to nmake this evening' s neeting.
MS. RODRI GUEZ: Ckay. Jarrett QOats (phonetic)?
Rabbi Hersh Horow tz?

MR. HERSH HOROW TZ: Here.

M5. RODRI GUEZ: And WIlie Trotman?

MR WLLIE TROTMAN. Here.

MS. RODRI GUEZ: That concludes the roll call.

MS. CALDWELL: W have a quorunf

M5. RODRI GUEZ: Yes. W do.

MS. CALDWELL: GCkay. Thank you.

Hel | o, everyone. We'|l get this neeting started.

R ght now, we will open for public testinony. |
under stand we have two partici pants who wi sh to be heard.

| don't know the order in which they sent in their
request, but |I'msure you do, Karen. So who was the
first person?

M5. RODRI GUEZ: Actually, Peter has both of them

MR. STECKER: Yeah. | chaired. So the first
speaker is Dan Freeman. So he is here, and |I'm asking
himto unnute right now so he can address the Board.

MS. CALDWELL: Okay. M. Freeman, would you unnute
yoursel f?

MR DAN FREEMAN. Yes. Yes, ma'am Thanks for
allowng nme to participate tonight.

| amthe principal of Palisades Gardens in Ponona,
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New York. It's in the town of Haverstraw. It's a
condom ni um devel opnent, and we have 40 rent-stabilized
condom ni uns that have been occupied by the sane
occupants for many, many years. The -- the conplex, as
all conpl exes, has experienced a | ot of cost increases
due to the [abor. W have supers and so on and so forth.
I n our conplex, we include hot and cold water, as well as
gas -- cooking gas and heating. And as you know, all of
t hose commodities have al so increased dramatically. So
we' ve just experienced incredibly higher operating costs.

| was reviewi ng the historical rental increases,
which is part of your paperwork and |'m sure you have.
And | was | ooking specifically from Cctober 2016 to
present. And | really found that it was -- there was a
great disparity between Rockland County and the
nei ghbori ng counties. Mst often, Rockland is conpared
to its neighbor, Westchester. And for an exanple, during
that termfrom 2016 to -- till today, the cunul ative one-
year increases in Wstchester County have been a total of
7.25 percent, which |'msure the Westchester fol ks would
tell you is not enough.

But in any event, in Rockland, we've gotten |ess
than 1 percent. |It's been 0.0 all five. One half of 1
percent increase over all the six years. And conparable

Wwth regards to the two-year increases. So this has been
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over| ooked year after year after year. And you know, we
just can't keep up with these increased heating costs and

water costs. W provide the water. The water conpany

was just sold again. I'msure that's not going to result
In any savings. And we have -- we have staff, and
they -- these folks have to get raises every year. They

have to pay their bills. And to go for a zero increase

year after year, it's just not -- we're not able to --
we're not able to -- it's a real challenge to provide the
services that we need to provide, you know, when -- when

people's air conditioning goes, we have to get thema new
one. And a refrigerator goes, we have to get thema new
one. And it's just inpossible to keep up.

| woul d respectfully request that all of this be,
you know -- (indiscernible). You know, | would be
requesting a one-year increase, given the fact that we --
we're seven points behind as is with incredibly higher
costs to go to a one-year increase for 10 percent. And
for a two-year to be a 12 percent, and that woul d make up
for some of the -- sonme of the -- the ones in the past,
and just -- it's -- it's fair. It's a fair increase,
gi ven our operating expenses.

MS. CALDWELL: Okay. Thank you, M. Freeman.

MR FREEMAN:. Does anybody have any questions or

conment s?
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MS. CALDWELL: No, | think you pretty much gave us
an overvi ew of your concerns and the reasons therefore.

MR FREEMAN:. Yeah, | had one -- one further
comment. One of the observations that |'ve encountered
over the last 18 nonths was one of the reasons that is --
you know, Rockl and's been overl ooked is that nobody asks.
Ckay. And | can only gather that -- |I'mnot even sure in
the town of Haverstraw if anybody participates or if they
pay attention to it. | think it's ignored, outside of
me, of course.

MS. CALDWELL: Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Would you mind if | asked a

guestion?

MR. FREEMAN.  Sure.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | nean, you don't have to
give ne the exact nunber. Wat's your, |ike, average

rent that you charge?

MR. FREEMAN:. You know what? | don't have the
average, but | have one-bedroom condom ni unms, and these
are -- this is luxury housing with pools and workout
roons as | ow as $900 and two-bedroons as |ow as $1, 200.
And of course, as the owner, we have to pay the property
t axes which go up every year and the HOA fees which go up
every year because the HOA fees include in addition to

the -- you know, the staff and all of the subcontractors
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that we have, it includes the heat and the water and al
that other stuff. Lifeguards, and you just go right down
the list. They're dramatically -- really, really badly
bel ow mar ket .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Thank you.

MR FREEMAN: You're wel cone.

MS. CALDVELL: You said that you have 40 units that
are rental s?

MR FREEMAN. Yes, ma'am 40 -- 42. Right around
40. Yes.

MS. CALDWELL: And those are one and two bedroons,
or nore?

MR. FREEMAN. No, no. They're one and two bedroons.

MS. CALDWELL: Okay. And you're saying the average
on those are $900 to $1,2007?

MR FREEMAN. No, no. That's not the average. |
have one bedroons as | ow as $900, or actually $899. And

two bedroonms as |ow as $1,212. And you know, out of that

gross rent, | have to pay the taxes. | have to pay the
HOA fees. And in addition to that, | have nmi ntenance
costs with these units as -- as we all do. So you know

things break. They need paint. They need -- their deck
needs to be redone. Their -- their stoves go. Their air
conditioners go. | nean, there's just no noney to do

t hese things.
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1 MS. CALDWELL: Thank you agai n.

2 Does anyone el se have any questions for M. Freeman?
3 Hearing none, thank you, M. Freeman.

4 MR FREEMAN: Thank you. Thank you very nuch.

5 MS. CALDWELL: (I ndiscernible) concerns under

6 consideration in our decision.

7 MR FREEMAN:. Thank you.

8 MS. CALDWELL: Thank you.

9 The next speaker?

10 MR STECKER: (kay, Chair. The next speaker is Mary
11 Pagol ou, who I'mgoing to ask to unnute now.

12 M5. MARY PALOG.QU: Hi. Good eveni ng.

13 M5. CALDVELL: Hello.

14 M5. PALOGLQU: Hi, how are you?

15 MS. CALDVELL: We're good. How are you?

16 M5. PALOGLOU. We're good. Thank you. Thank you

17 for allowng nme to speak.

18 | just heard, you know, the gentlenman speak, and as
19 far as Rockland County, those kind of nunbers, |'ve -- |
20 haven't seen. | nean, | live in a rent-stabilized

21 apartnent, and they go between $1,600 and $1,800 in a
22 rent-stabilized. So maybe | should go nove to where he
23 is because it's very high. |1've been here for 30 years,
24 and -- not in this -- not here at the rent-stabilized,

25 but in Rockland County. And for the last 15 years, | was
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able to work and stay in this apartnent because it is
rent stabilized, and | can't afford -- and | can't go to
a 55 and over. They say | nmake too nuch noney.

There's not nmany rent-stabilized apartnments in
Rockl and County. First of all, they're not listed as
rent-stabilized, so if you look for an apartnment |ike --
and you were here in Rockland, and it is rent stabilized
It doesn't even say that it is. | only knew about it
because a friend of mne had said to me that it was. An

that's how | got this apartnent.

M5. CALDWELL: Excuse ne< Mary.

M5. PALOGLQU.  Yes.

M5. CALDVELL: WWere are you?

M5. PALOGLQU: | amin Muntainside (indiscernible)
MS. CALDWELL: Ckay.

M5. PALOG.QU. Mount ai nsi de Apartnents.

MS. CALDWELL: Okay. Thanks. Go ahead. |'msorry
M5. PALOGLQU: So | understand the gentl eman, what

he's saying, you know, in respect of with costs and
things like that. But also we -- | have ny costs also.
Things are -- are -- are rising up very steadily, and |

just wshed that we can either get nore affordable

d

housi ng or keep the ones that are, you know, in effect to

keep themat a | ower, you know, raise percentage.

Because |'mnot going to be able to Iive here anynore.
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mean, a |lot of people here have noved out. | nean,
because they just can't afford it either. So it's not

like it's cheaper to live in a rent-stabilized apartnent.

[t's not. | nmean, | never heard of $800, $900. Not here

I n Rockl and County. But this gentleman says it is. |
have to believe him but it's -- if you | ook at any of
the rents around here, they're sky high any tine. You
know, (indiscernible) all -- any other places around
here. | nean, next door to ne, Crystal Run, the Henrys,
or whatever, they go for 25. Harbors go for over 6.
Sone of themare $6,000 to rent. [It's crazy.

So we're not able -- I'"mnot even going to be able
here to stay here, and | work here. And | love this
county, and I want to stay here. | raised ny kids here,
and | would -- you know, ny kids couldn't afford to stay
here. So | thank you very nmuch, and | hope that, you
know, we can keep it at a | ow percentage so this way we
can keep on living here.

MS. CALDWELL: Okay. Thank you, Mary.

MS. PALOGLQU: Thank you.

MS. CALDWELL: | want to thank both of our speakers
for attending tonight. Qur next neeting as we knowis
next week, and it's a regular neeting, and it's going to
be held in Spring Valley at the Finkelstein Menori al
Library, and it is open to the public. And it starts at
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7:00. And that's Wdnesday, June 15th. At that tinme, we
will presented with additional data regarding the
meetings and the rental -- and we'll nake sone
determ nations on sone other kinds of things. That's
basically all we have for tonight's neeting.

I's there anyone on the Board who wi shes to address
the Board at this tine?

Hearing none, is there a notion to adjourn? Hello?
Board nenbers?

MR. TROTMAN. So noved. WIIlie Trotnman.

MS. CALDWELL: WIlie Trotman noved to -- who
seconded it?

MS. GUZMAN:.  Second.

M5. CALDWELL: MIllie (phonetic) seconded. Ckay.
Thank you.

M5. GUZMAN:  Yes.

MS. CALDWELL: Okay. And | look forward to seeing
all of us in person on Wdnesday, June 15th, at
Fi nkel stein Menorial Library. The address, |'msure you
have, in Spring Valley at 24 Chestnut Street. Thank you
all for attending. Good night.

N UNl SON:  Thank you. Good night.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  See you next week.

MS. CALDWELL: Yes.

[ END RECORDI NG|
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CERTI FI CATI ON
The prior proceedings were transcribed from audi o
files and have been transcribed to the best of ny
ability. | further certify that I am not connected by
bl ood, marriage or enploynent wth any of the parties
herein nor interested directly or indirectly in the

matter transcri bed.

Si gnature

Rathrye Reed
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