
Office of Community Renewal

CDBG Program

NYS Community Development Block Grant Program 

Public Infrastructure, Public Facilities, Planning, Economic 

Development, Small Business & Microenterprise Assistance
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NYS Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) 2023 Housing Program 

NYS Community Development Block Grant Program Housing Activities

Housing Rehabilitation, Residential Sewer/Water Laterals, Manufactured Housing Replacement

¶ Funding Round materials now available online, click here. 

¶ Deadline 4:00 pm on Monday, August 7, 2023

¶ CDBG Housing Application Training webinar: Wednesday, June 7, 2023, 10:30 am ï12:00pm, click here to register
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NYS CDBG Program
Program Summary

ωOverview

ωEligible Activities

ωIneligible Activities

ωFunding History

Application Process

ωPreparing to Apply

ωConsolidated Funding Application(CFA)

ωCDBG Scoring Criteria Overview

Application Tips

ωScoring Criteria

ωCommon Deficiencies

ωAdditional Program Guidance

This presentation will be provided in three sections.

This includes a Program Summary, the Application Process and finally, 

Application Tips. 

Throughout the webinar, questions can be submitted through the chat box.  All 

questions will be addressed at the end of the presentation.

First word of advice, donôt sweat it.
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NYS CDBG Program
CDBG Public Facility, Public Infrastructure and Community Planning Application materials are available

now. Applications for Public Infrastructure, Public Facility and Community Planning projects will

be accepted until 4:00 pm on Friday July 28, 2023.

CDBG Economic Development, Small Business & Microenterprise Application materials are available

now. Applications for Open Round Economic Development and Microenterprise applications will
be accepted throughout 2023 with rolling awards.

This is a quick link to the two applications that will be discussed today.
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Program Summary

Today, we will begin with a look at the Program Summary.
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NYS must ensure that at least 70% of its

CDBG grant funds are used for activities

that benefit persons of low-and-moderate

income (at or below 80% of median)

and meet one of the following

National Objectives:

ÅMeet an urgent community development need

CDBG Program Summary
Overview

Develop viable communities by providing decent housing and a suitable living environment principally 

for persons of low-and-moderate income.

Å Benefit low-and-moderate income persons or families; or 

Å Aid in the prevention or elimination of slums or blight; or 

NYS receives CDBG funding with the intent of ensuring that communities

throughout the state are viable by providing decent housing and suitable living

environments for low- and moderate-income persons, and that at least 70% of

NYS CDBG funds are used for activities benefiting low- and moderate-income

persons (meaning that they are at or below 80% of the areaôsmedian income,

as defined by HUD) and meets one of the following national objectives:

Benefits low- and moderate-income persons, aids in the prevention or

elimination of slums or blight or meets an urgent community development

need.
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ü User defined area of need

ü Two (2) year contract term, with 12 months for

planning

ü Eligible Applicants: Units of Local Government

with populations of less than 50,000 and counties

with populations of less than 200,000

Á Refer to the list of eligible communities on

the website, select Program Guidelines

Á Refer to the LMI data tool on the website

CDBG Program Summary
Overview

Annual 
Competitive 
Applications

ÅPublic Water

ÅSewer

ÅCommunity Planning

Open Round 
Application

ÅEconomic Development

ÅSmall Business 
Assistance

ÅMicroenterprise

CDBG funding for infrastructure, facility and planning is provided through a

competitive application process.

Funding for Economic Development, Small Business Assistance and beginning

with this round, Microenterprise, is provided through an open round application

process.

What is the user defined area of need? This is the target area, or benefit area

of beneficiaries. For example, a defined area of need for infrastructure would

be the residents that will benefit from water system improvements.

For all economic development-based activities, the defined area of need is

jobs and who the jobs are made available to and taken by.

All CDBG awards are based on a two-year time frame from award to

completion, with a 12-month timeline for community planning.

Eligible Counties, Cities, Towns and Villages may apply for NYS CDBG

funding assistance.

üDirect assistance is not provided by the OCR to:

ÁAny business

ÁAny not-for-profit
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ÁAny individual
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CDBG Program Summary
Overview

Å18% maximum of the CDBG requested funds for Administration, Program Delivery, Engineering and Architecture.

ÅOf the 18%, no more than 5% can be allocated to Administration. 

Public Infrastructure and Public Facilities

ÅApplicants may request up to 15% of the CDBG award in program delivery, administration, and training combined. 

ÅOf the 15%, administration must not exceed more than 5% of the total project cost. 

Microenterprise

ÅCannot exceed $16,000 combined for Program Administration and Program Delivery.

Economic Development and Small Business Assistance

Refer to Chapter 3, Financial Management of the OCR GAM for 

further guidance 

Allowable soft costs will vary based on the activity type.

Please note that there is no separate soft cost allowance for Community

Planning activities, the line item in the budget is simplyóplanningô.
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CDBG Program Summary

CDBG funded projects must demonstrate compliance with one of the National

Objectives listed on the slide

LMA -Activities that benefit an entire community are considered to have an

area-wide benefit and the service area is the entire community excluding social

service residences.

Activities that benefit a smaller or targeted group only benefit a designated

area of a community; an income survey may need to be undertaken. Based on

this, for area benefit activities, such as public infrastructure projects, income

survey data may be used to demonstrate that 51% of the area is LMI and to

help demonstrate the need for the proposed activity.

In certain cases, the most recent Census data can be used to determine and

provide evidence of compliance with the LMI area Benefit National Objective. If

it is believed that the data does not accurately reflect the current economic

condition of the area, the applicant may conduct an income survey.

For more information on income surveys, please reference the 2023 CDBG

CFA Application Guidance. Additionally, there is a great income survey toolkit

available on HUD Exchange.
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LMCïActivities in this category provide benefits to a specific group of persons

rather than everyone in an area. This often can be used to meet a National

Objective for Public Facility projects such as Senior Centers.

LMJ ï for Economic Development, Small Business, and Microenterprise

activities and is based on full time equivalent jobs created. 51% of all jobs

created must benefit LMI persons by being ótakenbyôor ómadeavailable toôor

both. Family Income forms are required to document household income

based on the current HUD income limits.

LMCMC ï for Microenterprise activities; when the business owner is

determined to be LMI. Family Income forms and the most recent tax returns

are required to document LMI status.
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HUD Income Survey Toolkit

And here is a link to the HUD Income Survey Toolkit referenced in the last

slide
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Eligible Activities

The following slides represent eligible public infrastructure activities. These

include Public water and Public sewer projects, Public facilities activities

(which include day care facility projects, community center projects and senior

center projects), economic development, small business, and microenterprise

activities, and housing and community planning.
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CDBG Program Summary
Eligible Activities

Public Water

Public Sewer

Stormwater Sewer

Flood Drainage Improvements

Public 
Infrastructure

Public infrastructure improvements address public water and public sewer

improvements. This can include new or improved treatment facilities,

installation or replacement of water and sewer lines and construction of new

water tanks. Public infrastructure activities that are regular maintenance items

(such as dredging or painting of water tanks) are not eligible.

This is not a comprehensive list, please contact OCR for project specific

questions.
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Village of Franklinville

Wastewater System Improvements

CDBG Project Spotlight

The Village of Franklinville in Cattaraugus County applied for and received

$1,250,000 in NYS CDBG funds as part of a $6.3 million funding package

used to make critical improvements to its aging wastewater system

infrastructure, including the installation of a new UV disinfectant system and

rehabilitation of key system components. The improvements benefitted the

929 residents of the Village, 52% of which are low- and moderate-income, and

will bring the Village in line with its permitted discharge limits, improving the

water quality of the nearby Ischua Creek.

13

6/1/2023



CDBG Program Summary

Eligible Activities

Public 
Facilities

Fire Stations

ADA Compliance 
(except new construction)

Community Centers

Healthcare Centers

Senior Centers

Public facility can address new or improved fire/emergency response centers,

community, healthcare or senior centers.

ADA compliance specifically is to address removal of architectural barriers. If

the project is new construction, ADA compliance will not be considered an

eligible activity.

This is not a comprehensive list. Please contact OCR for project specific

questions or to discuss any potential activity.
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Village of Cohoes

Remsen Street Sidewalk Improvements

CDBG Project Spotlight

The City of Cohoes used $300,000 in NYS CDBG funds, $100,000 from the

National Grid Urban Corridor grant, and $300,350 in local funding, to construct

600 feet of sidewalk which benefits the City's entire population of 16,655

residents of whom 53.4% are low-to-moderate income persons.
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CDBG Program Summary

Eligible Activities, continued

Community Planning

Community Needs Assessment
Å Public Facilities

Å Economic Development

Å SWOT or Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats

Å Energy Conservation Plans

Å Housing Conditions Survey

Preliminary Engineering
Å Drinking Water

Å Sanitary Sewer

Å Stormwater

Community planning is an eligible activity.

Eligible applicants do not need to be 51% low-and moderate income to be

eligible for community planning, however, the resulting plan or report must

result in a future application for CDBG assistance that will benefit low-and

moderate-income persons.

Unlike in prior years, community planning no longer requires a cash match.
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CDBG Program Summary

Eligible Activities, continued

The following are now all available 

through an Open Round format: 

üMicroenterprise Assistance

(5 or fewer employees)

üSmall Business Assistance

(25 or fewer employees)

üTraditional Economic Development

A Microenterprise business is defined as having 5 or fewer employees,

including the owner, at the time of assistance. Microenterprise projects require

a 10% cash match and the completion of an entrepreneurial assistance

training course. A minimum of 50% of the CDBG award must be awarded to

start-up businesses. A start up is defined as a business that has been in

operation for fewer than 6 months at the time of the application for assistance.

The Traditional Economic Development and Small Business programs are

offered through an open round format within the CFA portal. These activities

do not follow the CFA schedule and are available throughout the year.

Economic development activities must address job creation that can be made

available to and/or taken by low-and moderate-income persons and does not

require advanced education or training. 51% of all jobs created must be held

by or made available to low-and moderate-income persons.

Eligible activities can include infrastructure improvements to assist in

development of or expansion of business, construction of new facilities,

purchase of equipment, working capital and inventory.

Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact OCR before proceeding with

any proposed economic development activity.
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The Microenterprise program is available through the CFA in an open round

format, like the Economic Development and Small Business programs.
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CDBG Project Spotlight 

Lewis County Economic 
Development Projects
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